
AGENDA 

Baltimore City Civilian Review Board 

REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Place: Enabled by Cisco WebEX 

6:00-8:00 pm 
I. Welcome & call to order 

 Present: 
o Mel Currie, Southwestern District  
o Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District  
o George Buntin, Western District  
o Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District  
o Tyler Salley, Southeastern District  
o Natalie Novak, Secretary, Northern District   
o Tiffany Wingate, Central District  
o Amy Cruice, ACLU 
o Evangula Brown, CRB Supervisor  
o Cedric McCray, Acting Director Office of Equity and Civil Rights 
o Michelle Herring, Baltimore Community Mediation Center  
o Sergeant Eric Mox, BCPD 
o Jill Muth, CRB Investigator  

 
II. Review and approval of agenda 

 Approved  
 
III. Review and approval of minutes from:  

 December 17, 2020 - Regular meeting: Approved  
 
IV.  Director’s Report    
 
V.  New Complaints: 
 

A. CRB 2021-0013: Complaint filed: 1/10/2021; Incident: 12/6/2020. The 
Complainant alleges that he saw someone across the street from his house trying 
to steal a car. The Complainant yelled at them and they shot at the Complainant, 
who then called the police. When the police arrived, they investigated the 
Complainant’s own gun, which still smelled like gunpowder because he had 
recently been at the shooting range. The officers were not wearing masks. The 
Complainant asked them to leave, but they wouldn’t. The officers told the 
Complainant that they thought he was lying about the incident. The Complainant 
willingly gave his gun to the officers. The Complainant would like his gun back.  

 Vote:  

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District: CRB Investigation  

 Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District: CRB Investigation  

 George Buntin, Western District: CRB Investigation  

 Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District: CRB Investigation  

 Tyler Salley, Southeastern District: CRB Investigation  

 Natalie Novak, Secretary, Northern District: CRB Investigation  

 Tiffany Wingate, Central District: CRB Investigation  
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B. CRB 2021-0014: Complaint filed with PIB: 9/11/2020; Incident: 4/9/2020. 

The Complainant alleges that she was in her car when she decided to park it so 
she could check her tires for glassed. The Complainant left the car keys on top of 
the dashboard while she checked the tires so she wouldn’t misplace them. The 
Complainant was then approached by BPD officers who asked if they could talk to 
her. When she said “no,” the officers said she had an unaccompanied vehicle. The 
Complainant was arrested and her car was searched. The officers used excessive 
force when forcing her down to the ground.  

 Vote:  

o Mel Currie, Southwestern District: CRB Investigation  
o Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District: CRB Investigation  
o George Buntin, Western District: CRB Investigation  
o Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District: CRB Investigation  
o Tyler Salley, Southeastern District: CRB Investigation  
o Natalie Novak, Secretary, Northern District: CRB Investigation  
o Tiffany Wingate, Central District: CRB Investigation  

 
VI.  Completed Cases:  
 

A. CRB2018-0088/PIB2018-0355: Complaint filed: 6/18/2018; Incident: 
6/18/2018; Allegations: Harassment and Abusive Language. The complaint 
alleges that a vehicle cut the Complainant off as he was exiting a gas station, the 
Complainant gave them the finger for cutting him off, and then the vehicle pulled 
up in front of the Complainant’s vehicle to stop the Complainant’s vehicle from 
moving. The Complainant believes that it was an off-duty or undercover BPD 
officer. During the interaction, the individual stated to the Complainant: “fuck 
you,” and called the Complainant a “punk ass bitch.” Further, the individual 
threatened the Complainant by placing his hand on his gun and motioning to a 
badge on his hip. The investigation determined that it was not a BPD officer, but 
a special police officer certified for the State of Maryland and has a gun permit.  

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District-don’t have jurisdiction 

 George Buntin, Western District-yea, he isn’t apart of an agency we oversee. 

 Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District-appears we don’t have jurisdiction, it very 
well might have happened and the C was specific about the event, do we have 
any referral procedures to send it to the correct agency? It does seem like it 
happened, the C didn’t know who it was/what agency he was with etc. 

 Evangula Brown-it can be forwarded to the correct agency; Evan will take 
care of it. 

 Voting: 

 George Buntin, Western District-administratively close and 
forward complaint to correct public safety agency / body 

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District-second 
 No oppose 
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 Mel Currie, Southwestern District-moves to administratively close 
 Natalie Novak, northern District- second; motion carries 

B. CRB2018-0135/PIB2018-0502: PIB Final Report only. Complainant filed: 
8/28/208; Incident: 8/22/2018; Allegations: Harassment. The Complainant 
alleges that she was sitting on a brick wall with her grandson when two officers 
approached her and told her to leave because she was loitering. The officers had 
been watching her sit on the brick wall for an hour before approaching her and 
there were other people loitering in the area, but the officers only approached 
her. The Complainant feels harassed by one of the two officers because the officer 
is always approaching her and during one such incident, wrote the Complainant 
four traffic tickets but only issued two of them.      

 Vote: 

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District: Not sustain   
 Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District: Not sustain   
 George Buntin, Western District: Not sustain   
 Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District: Not sustain   
 Tyler Salley, Southeastern District: Not sustain   
 Natalie Novak, Secretary, Northern District: Not sustain   
 Tiffany Wingate, Central District: Not sustain   

 

C. CRB2019-0103/PIB2019-0639: Incident: 4/6/2019; Complaint filed: 
4/24/2019; Allegation: Abusive Language. On 4/6/2019, the Complainant 
approached a man sitting in his car talking on his phone outside of the 
Complainant’s business. The complaint alleges that the man acted belligerently 
towards the Complainant, which prompted the Complainant to want to call the 
police. The man then identified himself as a police officer and told the 
Complainant to “mind [her] own fucking business.” PIB did not provide a Final 
Report.  

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District-This case could be administratively 
closed. 

 Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District-The Complainant was 
uncooperative during the investigation. 

 Sergeant Mox-Has the file with him; he ran his name and he not apart 
of the BPD. 

 Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District-It seems like this complaint 
is outside of our jurisdiction because he’s not a BPD officer or officer of 
other public safety agency under our jurisdiction. 

 Vote: 

o Mel Currie, Southwestern District-moves to administratively 
close the case, G-2nd, motion carries 

o George Buntin, Western District-We’ve talked about continuing 
with cases even when the Complainant is unresponsive. Here the 
CRB investigators who tried to follow up with the Complainant 
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clearly identified themselves and they really tried to contact the 
Complainant. We should take this into consideration when CRB 
uses resources to investigate complaints. Our investigators are 
going to great lengths to investigate each case, including this 
one.  

 Natalie Novak, Northern District-In the past, the CRB discussed 
considering administratively closure on a case-by-case basis.   

 Evangula Brown-We also have withdrawal letters, we use to ask 
complainants to withdraw their complaints if they are unresponsive. 

 Vote: Administrative closure 

D. CRB2019-0112/PIB2019-0865: Incident: 5/8/2019; Complaint filed: 
5/16/2019; Allegation: Harassment. On 5/8/2019, the Complainant was pulled 
over by BPD officers and a disagreement occurred causing the Complainant to 
request a supervisor. The Complainant had been pulled over by the same BPD 
officer on 4/30/2019 and issued a repair order. The Complainant was not issued 
a citation at the 5/8/2019 traffic stop. Body-worn camera footage of the 
4/30/2019 and 5/8/2019 traffic stops were provided and reviewed by the CRB 
Investigator. PIB did not provide a Final Report.  

 George Buntin, Western District-the 10 days haven’t passed, so the 
officer didn’t even issue another work order, recognized her, it was like 
community policing, the officer knew the C, which is good, not 
harassment  

 Natalie Novak, Northern District-Body-worn camera supports that 
nothing happened. 

 Vote: 

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District: Unfounded   
 Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District: Unfounded 
 George Buntin, Western District: Unfounded 
 Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District: Unfounded 
 Tyler Salley, Southeastern District: Unfounded 
 Natalie Novak, Secretary, Northern District: Unfounded 
 Tiffany Wingate, Central District: Abstain  

   
E. CRB 2020-0002/PIB 2020-0168: Complaint filed: 2/6/2020; Incident: 

2/3/2020; Allegations: Harassment and False Imprisonment. The complaint 
alleges that on 2/3/2020, the Complainant was driving for Uber when he was 
struck by a BPD vehicle while turning onto Water Street in downtown Baltimore. 
When officers arrived at the scene of the accident, the Complainant told the 
officers that he was being harassed by the BPD because he had previously filed a 
complaint against them. The Complainant was arrested at the accident scene 
because there was a warrant for his arrest. He was released 30-45 minutes later 
because the warrant wasn’t for him; he was returned to his vehicle. The 
Complainant believes that the car accident was staged and was apart of the 
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harassment. PIB provided: Final Report, BWC footage, and an officer gave a 
statement to the CRB Investigator.    

 Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District-The Complainant indicated 
that he might be present; she invites the Complainant to speak. The 
Complainant did not indicate he was present.  

 Natalie Novak, Northern District-Read a letter the Complainant 
submitted. 

 Natalie Novak, Northern District-Is leaning towards sustained for false 
imprisonment.  

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District-Agrees in regard to false 
imprisonment, but not harassment.  

 George Buntin, Western District-Will sustain for both false 
imprisonment and harassment, he can’t wrap his head around how this 
incident could happen. The Complainant has a common name, but this 
his a huge mistake. The BPD arrested the wrong person, a warrant must 
be more than just a person’s name, there must be more identifying 
information.  

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District-Could false imprisonment be its own 
kind of harassment? 

 George Buntin, Western District-Not sure if arresting the Complainant 
was actually a mistake, in some situations it could be an honest mistake, 
but he didn’t necessarily get that impression from the reports. The 
Complainant was irate and was accusing the police of several things, 
which should have made the officers take note and ensure the 
Complainant was the correct person. Which suggests that arresting the 
wrong person might not have been a mistake. 

 Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District-Missed something in the case file, 
might have to sustain or take more time to review.  

 Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District-Based on the facts of the 
report, didn’t see anything procedural that wasn’t followed correctly, 
seems like they followed the right arrest procedure. After they figured 
out the warrant wasn’t for him, they released him right away and even 
took him back to his car, which they hadn’t yet impounded yet.  

 George Buntin, Western District-The Complainant was vocal to BPD 
during the incident, and because the Complainant alleges that he’s 
being harassed, for example he told the arresting officers he filed an IAD 
complaint, and then they arrested him on a warrant that wasn’t for him. 
Our computer systems in 2020 are more sophisticated and should check 
more than a person’s name before they are arrested. So both false 
imprisonment and harassment could have been intentional.  

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District-Sustain for FI; not sustain H 
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 Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District-Can we upload any BWC to our 

drive?  

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District-Moves to continue, 2nd, motions 
carries 

 Jill Muth-Can do a summary of the BWC. 

 Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District-Page 33 has a sticky note on it. 

 Jill Muth-Will upload page 33 without the sticky note, if it’s the PIB file 
she can’t, but will ask Sergeant Mox to do so.  

F. CRB2018-0140/PIB2018-0508:  Case reviewed at the November CRB 
meeting. Board requested further investigation (BWC/CCTV) to make final 
decision.   

 George Buntin, Western District-didn’t know there was more info, will 
have to abstain 

 Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District-Willing to table this case 
until the next meeting. 

 Mel Currie, Southwestern District-Moves to continue the case until the 
admin meeting, 2nd, carries  

VII.  Public Comment  
 None 

 
VIII. Old Business 

 None  
 
IX. New Business 

 Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District-Elections: Chair and Secretary 
- Mel Currie, Southwestern District-Moves that Tiera be re-elected Chair. 
- Levi Zaslow, Northwestern District-Seconds, carries  
- Mel Currie, Southwestern District-Moves that Natalie be reelected Sectary, 2nd, 

carries 
- Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District-Scheduling an administrative 

meeting to discuss MPIA requests, someone filed an MPIA request with the CRB, 
which was denied. Wants to share with the board about CRB’s MPIA procedures.   

- Tiera Hawkes, Chair, Northeastern District-The CRB has to have meetings in the 
community per our statute. Because of COVID we need to rethink our community 
events, wants to make sure there is something in each district. The Chair will go 
first, she will have a community clean up with organizations in her district, 
hopefully CRB folks will come as well and talk about CRB and hand out 
pamphlets.  

- Mel Currie, Southwestern District-Is not going to volunteer at this point because 
he’s going to be replaced soon. 

- Tiffany Wingate, Central District-Will do June 
- Natalie Novak, Northern District-Will do April 
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- Evangula Brown-OECR can assist in setting up the community meetings 
- Tyler Salley, Southeastern District-Will do May  

 Natalie Novak, Northern District-Tiera Hawkes, Evangula, and Natalie meet with the 
DOJ team that is in charge of implementing the consent decree. 

 Amy Crucie, ACLU-We should post our meetings on Facebook as an event; legislative 
session has started, several police accountability bills, contact Amy for more information.   

 
X.  Adjournment  


